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Abstract

	 Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) encompass a diverse body of traditional 
wisdom, scientific principles, and cultural practices rooted in ancient Indian texts. 
This study explores the integration of IKS into higher education, assessing its current 
incorporation, barriers to inclusion, and potential benefits for academic rigor, 
cultural diversity, and interdisciplinary learning. While fields like Ayurveda, Yoga, 
and Sanskrit have gained institutional support, others such as Vedic mathematics and 
Indian philosophy remain underrepresented. Challenges include societal perceptions, 
curriculum rigidity, and institutional resistance. The study highlights the need for 
policy reforms, faculty training, and innovative pedagogical approaches to bridge 
traditional and modern knowledge systems. By incorporating IKS into mainstream 
curricula, higher education can foster holistic learning, promote sustainability, and 
contribute to global knowledge exchange.
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Introduction

	 Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) refer to the diverse and rich body of traditional 
wisdom, philosophies, scientific principles, arts, and cultural practices that have 
developed over millennia in the Indian subcontinent. IKS, deeply rooted in ancient 
texts like the Vedas, Upanishads, and Puranas, spans a wide range of disciplines, 
including mathematics, astronomy, medicine, art, literature, and spiritual practices 
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(Chakravarti, 2020). Key philosophical schools, such as Vedanta, Nyaya, and Yoga, 
shaped intellectual thought not only in India but also influenced global philosophical 
discourse. In the realm of science and technology, IKS includes contributions like the 
concept of zero, the development of Ayurveda, and ancient architectural principles 
embedded in temple construction. Furthermore, cultural practices like traditional 
music, dance forms (e.g., Bharatanatyam and Kathak), and crafts exemplify the 
scope of IKS, revealing an interconnection between knowledge, culture, and the 
environment (Bhattacharya, 2018). In today’s globalized and rapidly changing world, 
the relevance of IKS has become more pronounced as contemporary societies face 
challenges like environmental degradation, health crises, and the erosion of cultural 
identities. Indian Knowledge Systems, with their emphasis on sustainable living, 
holistic health (as seen in Ayurveda and Yoga), and community-based wisdom, offer 
alternative solutions to these modern dilemmas. For example, the Indian concept of 
“Jugaad”—a creative or resourceful solution—has gained recognition worldwide as 
a model for innovation (Gupta, 2016). Furthermore, in the field of education, the 
holistic approach of IKS, which nurtures intellectual, emotional, and spiritual growth, 
is increasingly seen as a remedy to the often fragmented nature of modern Western 
education systems that prioritize technical and analytical learning over well-rounded 
development (Nair, 2022). Moreover, the principles of IKS also foster inclusivity, 
ethical governance, and sustainable development, all of which align with the goals of 
the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). By bridging traditional 
wisdom with modern scientific knowledge, IKS can play a key role in global dialogues 
surrounding climate change, biodiversity conservation, and health (Nair, 2022).

	 Despite this growing recognition, a significant gap persists in the structured 
inclusion of Indian Knowledge Systems within mainstream higher education curricula. 
IKS remains underrepresented in academic institutions, often relegated to niche 
departments or optional modules rather than being integrated as a core component 
of interdisciplinary learning. This disconnect limits students’ access to indigenous 
frameworks of knowledge that are highly relevant to addressing current global and 
local challenges.

	 Integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into higher education goes beyond 
preserving heritage; it enhances contemporary academic frameworks. Modern higher 
education increasingly values interdisciplinary learning, and IKS supports this by 
emphasizing interconnectedness, balance, and holistic approaches to knowledge. 
Incorporating IKS into curricula can foster a comprehensive understanding 
across disciplines, from social to natural sciences, while introducing innovative 
methodologies for inquiry and problem-solving (Sharma, 2017). Moreover, 
incorporating IKS into higher education can foster innovation by promoting critical 
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thinking that harmonizes tradition with modernity. This can lead to the creation of 
new educational models that empower students to approach challenges from multiple 
perspectives, fostering creativity and adaptability. Embedding IKS in education is 
crucial for promoting cultural diversity and inclusion, ensuring that students are not 
only exposed to Western knowledge paradigms but also to indigenous worldviews, 
which can empower marginalized voices (Patel, 2021).

	 The integration of IKS in higher education is essential for preserving the 
cultural and intellectual heritage of India while offering contemporary education 
systems alternative frameworks for fostering well-rounded, innovative, and globally 
conscious citizens. This approach can empower students to engage with the world 
from a perspective that values both ancient wisdom and modern progress.

Historical Context of Indian Knowledge Systems	

	 Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) represent a civilizational legacy rooted 
in thousands of years of intellectual, spiritual, and cultural development. Scholars 
have noted that IKS encompass a vast array of disciplines—including mathematics, 
astronomy, philosophy, medicine, linguistics, arts, and architecture—interconnected 
through holistic and context-sensitive frameworks (Rao, 2010). These systems 
evolved organically within institutions such as Gurukuls, Takshashila, and Nalanda, 
embodying a unique pedagogical philosophy that emphasized experiential learning, 
ethical grounding, and spiritual elevation. However, as researchers like Altbach (1971) 
and Kumar (2005) argue, colonial interventions led to the systematic marginalization 
and devaluation of these indigenous systems, resulting in a rupture of continuity and 
academic disengagement.

Ancient Indian Education Systems: 	

	 Scholars like Michel Danino (2011) emphasize that education in ancient India 
was not merely about the acquisition of knowledge but was fundamentally aimed at 
character building and realization of the self (Atman). The Gurukul system, often 
cited in pedagogical studies (Ranganathan, 2007), promoted direct transmission of 
knowledge through close teacher-disciple relationships, fostering cognitive as well 
as emotional and spiritual development. The curriculum included a wide array of 
subjects—from Vedic literature and mathematics to music and martial arts—tailored 
to individual aptitudes, a feature modern scholars view as an early form of personalized 
learning (Mukherjee, 2013).

	 Takshashila, regarded by scholars like Radha Kumud Mookerji (1919) as one 
of the earliest universities in the world, offered instruction in disciplines like law, 
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astronomy, medicine, and political science. Jivaka, the physician of the Buddha, and 
Chanakya, the author of Arthashastra, are products of this institution, showcasing its 
multidisciplinary excellence. Similarly, Nalanda University, often cited by Amartya 
Sen (2005), functioned as a global center of learning, drawing scholars from as far as 
China, Korea, and Central Asia. The intellectual climate at Nalanda fostered critical 
inquiry, debate, and the synthesis of Buddhist, Hindu, and Jain thought systems.

Key Contributions of Indian Knowledge Systems: 

	 Researchers such as George Gheverghese Joseph (2011) assert that India’s 
contributions to mathematics were foundational to global mathematical development. 
The concept of zero, the decimal system, and early algebraic techniques emerged 
from texts like Aryabhata’s Āryabhaṭīya and Brahmagupta’s Brahmasphutasiddhanta. 
Joseph challenges the Eurocentric narrative of mathematical history, underscoring 
the transmission of Indian mathematical ideas to the Islamic world and eventually to 
Renaissance Europe.

	 In astronomy, the insights of Indian scholars were remarkably advanced for their 
time. Aryabhata’s proposition of Earth’s axial rotation and accurate calculation of 
eclipses prefigured later Western discoveries. As S. Balachandra Rao (1994) argues, 
Indian astronomers developed a unique synthesis of observational techniques and 
theoretical modeling, blending empirical rigor with metaphysical insight.

	 Indian philosophy offers one of the most diverse and rigorous intellectual 
traditions globally. Scholars such as B.K. Matilal (1986) have examined how 
classical Indian systems like Nyaya and Mimamsa developed complex theories of 
logic, semantics, and epistemology long before their Western counterparts. Matilal’s 
comparative philosophy approach highlights how Indian thinkers engaged with 
questions of perception, inference, and language with analytical precision akin to 
that of Aristotle or Kant. The Vedanta tradition, particularly the non-dualist (Advaita) 
philosophy articulated by Adi Shankaracharya, continues to be studied for its 
ontological depth and spiritual resonance. Researchers in comparative religion and 
consciousness studies have increasingly drawn from these texts to explore the nature 
of self, reality, and cognition (Deutsch, 1973).

	 Modern medical historians like Dominik Wujastyk (2003) emphasize that 
Ayurveda was not just a medical system but a comprehensive health science that 
integrated dietetics, surgery, psychiatry, and preventive care. The Charaka Samhita 
and Sushruta Samhita represent some of the most detailed ancient medical treatises 
in world history, including descriptions of surgical techniques such as rhinoplasty 
and cataract removal. Contemporary scholars of integrative medicine recognize 



49

the continuing relevance of Ayurvedic principles in holistic health paradigms and 
wellness practices.

	 Indian aesthetics, codified in Bharata’s Natya Shastra, represents an early and 
elaborate theory of performance arts. Scholars like Kapila Vatsyayan (1997) argue 
that Indian classical dance, drama, and music were not merely performative forms 
but expressions of spiritual and philosophical truths. The concept of rasa, or aesthetic 
experience, as elaborated in these texts, has influenced global discussions on emotion, 
empathy, and artistic cognition.

Decline and Loss of Prominence: 

	 The decline of Indian Knowledge Systems is often examined through the lens of 
epistemic colonization. Scholars like Gauri Viswanathan (1989) and Partha Chatterjee 
(1993) argue that British educational policies systematically devalued indigenous 
knowledge to impose a Western rationalist epistemology. The introduction of English 
as the medium of instruction and the Macaulay Minute (1835) are frequently cited as 
turning points in this cultural dislocation.

	 Traditional institutions such as Nalanda and Vikramashila were destroyed during 
invasions, but the colonial imposition of a Eurocentric curriculum created what 
Dipesh Chakrabarty (2000) calls a “history without a subject”—one that excluded 
native ways of knowing. Sanskrit and Prakrit texts were sidelined, and indigenous 
sciences were dismissed as “unscientific” or “mythological.”

	 The marginalization extended to indigenous languages and modes of oral 
transmission, which further hindered the preservation of IKS. As Pandey (2003) 
notes, the colonial model aimed to produce clerks and intermediaries rather than 
thinkers, severing the link between education and cultural identity.

	 In recent decades, there has been a resurgence of interest in Indian Knowledge 
Systems, both within India and internationally. Researchers like V. N. Jha (2010) and 
Michel Danino (2011) advocate for the integration of IKS into mainstream education, 
particularly through interdisciplinary research centers, curriculum reform, and digital 
archiving of classical texts.

	 Fields such as Vedic Mathematics, Yoga Therapy, Ayurgenomics, and 
Comparative Philosophy are experiencing renewed scholarly engagement. The 
National Education Policy 2020 explicitly emphasizes the promotion of IKS, 
calling for their systematic documentation, validation, and pedagogical integration. 
Nevertheless, as Raghavan (2021) cautions, the revival must avoid romanticization 
and instead adopt a critical, evidence-based approach that distinguishes between 

Promoting Indian Knowledge Systems in Higher Education: A Pathway



Mizoram Educational Journal Vol. XI, Issue 3

50

tradition and dogma, and between historically grounded knowledge and mythological 
belief.

	 Indian Knowledge Systems, when viewed through the lens of contemporary 
scholarship, offer not just a glimpse into the past but a framework for future knowledge 
creation. They represent an alternative epistemology—holistic, integrative, and deeply 
humanistic. Reviving IKS requires not only curriculum reform but a broader epistemic 
shift that values indigenous wisdom on par with modern scientific paradigms. As 
more scholars engage with these systems critically and contextually, IKS can reclaim 
their rightful place in the global intellectual heritage.

Research Questions of the Study

	 The research questions of this study aim to explore the integration of Indian 
Knowledge Systems (IKS) within higher education. They are designed to examine 
the current status, identify key challenges, assess potential academic and societal 
benefits, and recommend effective strategies for incorporating IKS into curricula and 
research. This structured inquiry provides a comprehensive foundation for addressing 
the future of IKS in academia. 

•	 What is the current level of integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in 
higher education curricula and academic research?

•	 What are the primary challenges that hinder the inclusion of IKS in higher 
education institutions?

•	 What are the potential academic and societal benefits of integrating IKS into 
higher education programs?

•	 What strategies can be recommended to higher education institutions, 
policymakers, and educators for the promotion and inclusion of IKS in their 
curricula and research agendas?

	 These questions provide a structured approach to understanding the current 
status, challenges, benefits, and potential solutions for promoting Indian Knowledge 
Systems in higher education.

Research Objectives of the Study

	 The integration of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into higher education 
offers a unique opportunity to enrich contemporary learning with indigenous wisdom. 
While India’s educational landscape is increasingly globalized, the need to preserve 
and promote its traditional knowledge systems remains paramount. This study aims 
to explore pathways for promoting IKS in higher education institutions, bridging the 
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gap between modern and traditional knowledge frameworks.

•	 To evaluate the extent to which Indian Knowledge Systems are currently 
incorporated into university curricula and academic research across various 
disciplines.

•	 To explore the barriers to the inclusion of IKS in mainstream higher education, 
including societal perceptions, curriculum limitations, and institutional 
resistance.

•	 To investigate how the inclusion of IKS can enhance academic rigor, cultural 
diversity, and interdisciplinary learning, particularly in fields like medicine, 
philosophy, and the arts.

•	 To propose practical strategies for higher education institutions, policymakers, 
and educators to effectively incorporate IKS, ensuring a balanced and inclusive 
curriculum that respects both traditional and modern knowledge systems.

	 This study provides a comprehensive understanding of the potential for 
integrating Indian Knowledge Systems into higher education. It aims to offer 
actionable insights and strategies for fostering a more inclusive and holistic approach 
to education, ensuring that India’s rich intellectual heritage is preserved, celebrated, 
and effectively utilized in contemporary academic contexts.

Methodology of the Study

	 This study employs a qualitative research methodology, with document 
analysis serving as the primary method for data collection and interpretation. The 
focus is on examining a wide range of existing documents—such as policy papers, 
academic publications, curriculum frameworks, government reports, and institutional 
guidelines—pertaining to Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) and their integration 
within higher education in India. The objective is to critically investigate how IKS 
is currently perceived, incorporated, or overlooked within academic institutions 
and to identify viable strategies for its meaningful promotion. By analyzing both 
historical and contemporary documents, the study aims to uncover key insights into 
the opportunities, challenges, and institutional dynamics involved in embedding 
indigenous knowledge traditions within modern educational frameworks. Document 
analysis offers a rich, contextual understanding of the evolving discourse on IKS, 
especially in light of recent educational reforms such as the National Education 
Policy (NEP) 2020. This approach allows for the systematic identification of 
patterns, themes, contradictions, and gaps across multiple sources. Special attention 
is given to the roles of policymakers, educators, and scholars in shaping the narrative 
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and implementation of IKS in higher education. Through this methodological 
lens, the study not only captures diverse perspectives but also facilitates a deeper 
understanding of the structural and epistemological shifts required to accommodate 
traditional knowledge systems in mainstream academia. Ultimately, this research 
seeks to advocate for a more inclusive and pluralistic educational paradigm—one that 
recognizes the enduring relevance of IKS alongside contemporary global knowledge 
systems.

Objective-wise Analysis and Interpretation

Objective 1: To evaluate the extent to which Indian Knowledge Systems are 
currently incorporated into university curricula and academic research across various 
disciplines.

	 The incorporation of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) into university 
curricula and academic research has gained momentum in recent years, particularly 
following policy initiatives such as the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which 
emphasizes a holistic and multidisciplinary approach to education (MHRD, 2020). 
However, the extent of integration varies across disciplines, institutions, and research 
domains. While certain fields such as Ayurveda, Yoga, and Sanskrit have long 
been associated with higher education, other traditional disciplines such as Vedic 
mathematics, ancient metallurgical sciences, and Indian philosophical traditions are 
still in the nascent stages of academic integration.

	 In the field of medicine and health sciences, Ayurveda, Siddha, and Yoga have 
seen a significant boost in academic research and institutional support. Universities 
like Banaras Hindu University (BHU) and Gujarat Ayurved University have 
dedicated faculties for Ayurvedic studies, and research collaborations between All 
India Institute of Ayurveda (AIIA) and institutions such as IIT-Delhi reflect growing 
interdisciplinary engagement (Sharma & Tewari, 2021). Similarly, Yoga has been 
integrated into curricula in physical education and psychology programs, with the 
Morarji Desai National Institute of Yoga playing a key role in standardizing education 
and research (Balkrishna et al., 2020).

	 In mathematics and sciences, efforts have been made to integrate ancient 
Indian contributions, such as the works of Aryabhata and Bhaskara, into mainstream 
mathematical studies. Vedic mathematics is being introduced in select institutions 
as an alternative pedagogical approach (Ramasubramanian, 2019). However, its 
integration into core university curricula remains limited, often restricted to elective 
courses or specialized research projects.

	 In philosophy and social sciences, universities have introduced courses on 
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Indian epistemology, ethics, and governance based on texts like the Arthashastra 
and Upanishads. Institutions such as Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU) and Indian 
Institute of Advanced Studies (IIAS) have established research centers focused on 
Indian intellectual traditions (Mukherjee, 2022). Nevertheless, a major challenge 
remains in balancing traditional knowledge with contemporary academic frameworks, 
ensuring rigorous methodologies in research.

	 Despite these advancements, the broader integration of IKS into mainstream 
curricula faces challenges such as lack of standardized content, modern pedagogical 
adaptation, and interdisciplinary engagement. Increased funding, policy incentives, 
and faculty training are essential for ensuring the meaningful incorporation of IKS 
across disciplines. Future research must focus on developing structured curricula 
that bridge the gap between traditional Indian knowledge and contemporary global 
academic standards.

Objective 2: To explore the barriers to the inclusion of IKS in mainstream higher 
education, including societal perceptions, curriculum limitations, and institutional 
resistance.

	 The inclusion of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in mainstream higher 
education faces multiple barriers, including societal perceptions, curriculum 
limitations, and institutional resistance. One of the primary challenges is the 
perception that IKS lacks scientific rigor and is incompatible with modern academic 
disciplines. This notion, rooted in colonial education policies, continues to influence 
public and institutional attitudes, leading to its marginalization in higher education 
(Patwardhan, 2020). Furthermore, the existing curriculum in universities is heavily 
influenced by Western frameworks, leaving little room for indigenous knowledge. 
The rigid compartmentalization of subjects and a lack of interdisciplinary approaches 
further hinder the integration of IKS (Ranganathan, 2021). Institutional resistance 
to integrating Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) arises from a shortage of trained 
faculty, insufficient research funding, and bureaucratic inertia that favors conventional 
academic structures over indigenous knowledge (Gupta, 2019). Many universities 
hesitate to adopt IKS due to concerns about its credibility, standardization, and 
compatibility with global education systems (Krishna, 2022). Although policy 
initiatives like the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 emphasize the importance of 
incorporating IKS into education, implementation remains slow due to logistical and 
ideological challenges (Menon & Sarkar, 2021). Overcoming these obstacles requires 
a fundamental shift in educational policies, faculty training, and interdisciplinary 
approaches that acknowledge the value of traditional knowledge systems. Raising 
awareness to address societal biases and developing a structured framework for IKS 
integration can further enhance its acceptance and legitimacy in academia (Joshi, 
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2023). Without these efforts, the potential of IKS to advance sustainable development, 
holistic education, and cultural preservation may remain untapped.

Objective 3: To investigate how the inclusion of IKS can enhance academic rigor, 
cultural diversity, and interdisciplinary learning, particularly in fields like medicine, 
philosophy, and the arts.

	 The integration of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into mainstream 
academia has the potential to significantly enhance academic rigor, cultural diversity, 
and interdisciplinary learning, particularly in disciplines such as medicine, philosophy, 
and the arts. Rooted in millennia of empirical knowledge, philosophical inquiry, and 
artistic expression, IKS provides a holistic framework that complements modern 
scientific methods while offering diverse epistemological perspectives (Rao, 2021).

	 In medicine, for example, Ayurveda—an ancient Indian system of healing—
emphasizes a preventive and individualized approach to health, focusing on the 
balance of bodily humors (doshas) and the interdependence of mind and body 
(Mukherjee et al., 2017). The inclusion of Ayurvedic principles in contemporary 
medical research has already yielded promising results in areas like herbal medicine, 
gut microbiome studies, and holistic wellness (Patwardhan, 2020). By integrating 
Ayurvedic diagnostics and treatment approaches alongside modern biomedical 
techniques, scholars can foster a more comprehensive understanding of health and 
disease, thereby enhancing academic rigor in medical education and research.

	 Similarly, Indian philosophical traditions such as Vedanta, Nyaya, and 
Buddhism offer intricate logical frameworks that contribute to critical thinking and 
interdisciplinary discourse. Nyaya, for instance, provides a structured method of 
reasoning and debate that aligns with contemporary epistemology and logic (Ganeri, 
2001). The study of these traditions can enrich contemporary philosophy, cognitive 
science, and artificial intelligence research by introducing alternative models of 
consciousness and cognition (Matilal, 1986). The incorporation of these perspectives 
not only fosters intellectual diversity but also enhances the analytical depth of 
philosophical and scientific inquiry.

	 In the arts, traditional Indian aesthetic theories, such as Rasa theory in classical 
dance, drama, and music, provide profound insights into human emotion and 
artistic expression. The Natya Shastra, an ancient treatise on dramaturgy, delineates 
a sophisticated framework for storytelling, emotional engagement, and audience 
experience that remains relevant in contemporary performance studies and media 
arts (Pollock, 2016). By engaging with such indigenous artistic traditions, students 
and scholars can cultivate a more nuanced understanding of cross-cultural aesthetics, 
thereby enriching interdisciplinary learning.
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Furthermore, the inclusion of IKS promotes cultural diversity within academic 
curricula, offering students exposure to non-Western systems of knowledge that have 
historically been marginalized. This shift aligns with global efforts to decolonize 
education and recognize diverse intellectual traditions (Sundar, 2019). Universities 
that integrate IKS into their pedagogical models not only broaden students’ intellectual 
horizons but also create opportunities for collaborative research across disciplines.

	 Embedding IKS into academia enhances scholarly rigor, fosters cultural diversity, 
and facilitates interdisciplinary learning. Its integration in medicine, philosophy, and 
the arts allows for a more holistic, pluralistic approach to education and research, 
ultimately contributing to a more inclusive and enriched intellectual landscape.
Objective 4: To propose practical strategies for higher education institutions, 
policymakers, and educators to effectively incorporate IKS, ensuring a balanced and 
inclusive curriculum that respects both traditional and modern knowledge systems.
	 Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) encompass a vast repository of indigenous 
knowledge, including traditional sciences, arts, literature, medicine, and philosophy, 
developed over millennia (Rao, 2021). Integrating IKS into higher education can 
foster a more inclusive and holistic learning environment, bridging the gap between 
modern scientific advancements and traditional wisdom (Kapoor & Sharma, 2022). 
•	 Policy Reforms and Institutional Framework: Policymakers must develop 

structured guidelines for integrating IKS within existing higher education 
frameworks. The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 already emphasizes the 
inclusion of indigenous knowledge, advocating for multidisciplinary education 
that combines traditional and modern disciplines (MHRD, 2020). Institutions 
should establish dedicated centers for IKS research, enabling documentation, 
preservation, and innovative applications of traditional knowledge (Joshi, 2023). 
Additionally, universities can introduce elective and mandatory courses on IKS 
across disciplines such as Ayurveda in medical education, Vedic mathematics in 
engineering, and ethical philosophies in humanities (Raman, 2021).

•	 Curriculum Design and Pedagogical Innovations: A balanced curriculum should 
integrate IKS into mainstream subjects rather than treating it as an isolated 
component. This can be achieved through case studies, comparative analyses, 
and practical applications (Sharma & Gupta, 2023). For instance, environmental 
studies can incorporate traditional ecological knowledge, showcasing sustainable 
practices used in Indian agriculture (Kumar & Patel, 2022). Pedagogical 
innovations such as experiential learning, storytelling, and interdisciplinary 
approaches can help students engage with IKS in a meaningful way (Mishra, 
2021). Digital platforms and MOOCs (Massive Open Online Courses) can 
further aid in disseminating IKS-based knowledge globally (Singh, 2023).
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•	 Faculty Development and Research Incentives: A major challenge in 
incorporating IKS is the lack of trained educators proficient in both traditional and 
modern knowledge systems (Rao, 2021). Higher education institutions should 
conduct faculty development programs and workshops, fostering collaboration 
between scholars of IKS and contemporary academics (Kapoor & Sharma, 
2022). Research grants and funding should be allocated for interdisciplinary 
studies, encouraging innovations that merge traditional knowledge with modern 
scientific advancements (Joshi, 2023). Collaborative projects with indigenous 
communities can ensure the authenticity and practical relevance of IKS research 
(Mishra, 2021).

•	 Community Engagement and Industry Collaboration: IKS should not be 
limited to academic discourse but should be linked to real-world applications 
(Sharma & Gupta, 2023). Universities can partner with local artisans, Ayurvedic 
practitioners, and traditional knowledge holders to provide hands-on learning 
experiences (Kumar & Patel, 2022). Industry collaborations can help translate 
IKS research into viable products and solutions, such as herbal medicines, 
sustainable textiles, and renewable energy innovations (Singh, 2023). 
Community-led initiatives can further support the preservation and dynamic 
evolution of IKS (Raman, 2021).

	 The integration of IKS into higher education requires a multi-faceted approach 
involving policy reforms, curriculum redesign, faculty training, research incentives, 
and community engagement. A balanced and inclusive education system that respects 
both traditional and modern knowledge will not only preserve India’s rich intellectual 
heritage but also contribute to innovative, sustainable, and holistic development 
(MHRD, 2020). By fostering collaborations between academia, policymakers, 
industry, and indigenous communities, Indian Knowledge Systems can become 
an integral part of contemporary education, enhancing cultural pride and global 
knowledge exchange.

Discussion of the Study
	 The study highlights the growing recognition of Indian Knowledge Systems 
(IKS) in higher education, emphasizing their potential to enhance academic rigor, 
cultural diversity, and interdisciplinary learning. Despite policy initiatives like the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the integration of IKS remains uneven across 
disciplines, with fields like Ayurveda, Yoga, and Sanskrit receiving more institutional 
support than areas like Vedic mathematics, ancient metallurgical sciences, and Indian 
philosophical traditions. While progress has been made in select universities and 
research centers, challenges such as societal perceptions, curriculum rigidity, and 
institutional resistance hinder wider adoption.
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	 A key finding of the study is the need for structured policy interventions, 
faculty development programs, and innovative pedagogical approaches to bridge 
the gap between traditional and modern knowledge systems. The incorporation of 
IKS in subjects like medicine, philosophy, and the arts demonstrates its relevance in 
contemporary education. For instance, Ayurveda’s holistic approach to health aligns 
with modern biomedical research, while Indian philosophical traditions offer valuable 
insights for cognitive science and ethics. Indian aesthetic theories contribute to cross-
cultural perspectives in the arts, enriching academic discourse.

	 Addressing barriers to IKS integration requires a shift in educational frameworks, 
fostering interdisciplinary collaboration and industry partnerships. Universities 
must actively engage with traditional knowledge holders and research institutions 
to ensure authenticity and application-oriented learning. By incorporating IKS into 
mainstream curricula, higher education institutions can contribute to decolonizing 
knowledge systems, promoting cultural pride, and ensuring a more inclusive and 
holistic academic environment.

Conclusion

	 Promoting Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) in higher education is a crucial 
step toward creating a balanced and inclusive academic environment that values 
both traditional and modern knowledge. While policy initiatives like NEP 2020 have 
laid the groundwork, effective implementation requires structured curricula, faculty 
training, interdisciplinary research, and community engagement. The integration of 
IKS in fields such as medicine, philosophy, and the arts highlights its relevance and 
potential to enhance academic rigor and cultural diversity. Challenges such as societal 
biases, curriculum limitations, and institutional resistance must be addressed through 
awareness programs, research funding, and policy reforms. By fostering collaborations 
between academia, industry, and indigenous communities, universities can bridge the 
gap between traditional wisdom and contemporary scientific advancements. A holistic 
approach to IKS integration will not only preserve India’s rich intellectual heritage 
but also contribute to global knowledge exchange, sustainability, and innovation in 
higher education.
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